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A ttorney General Adam 
Laxalt has joined sever-
al of Nevada’s counties 
in a lawsuit challenging 

the federal government’s plan to 
manage the sage grouse popula-
tion in the West.

The decision sparked a dispute 
between Laxalt and the governor’s 
office after a spokesman for Gov. 

Brian Sandoval said litigation is 
premature.

“The federal government’s one-
size-fits-all sage grouse plan will 
greatly hinder Nevada’s growth 
and success and have an adverse 
impact on Nevada’s economy,” 
Laxalt said in a statement.

He charged the plan might cause 
restrictions on livestock grazing, 
resource development and public 
access to some 16 million acres of 
public land in Nevada.

Sandoval Communications 
Director Mari St. Martin said the 
federal decision listing the bird is 

unwarranted is a direct result of 
Nevada’s collaboration with other 
western states.

“Prematurely embroiling the 
state in costly litigation at this 
juncture threatens to compromise 
future collaborative efforts to im-
plement the Nevada plan devel-
oped over the last four years by the 
Sagebrush Ecosystem Council,” 
she said. 

By Geoff Dornan
gdornan@nevadaappeal.com

Laxalt goes against Sandoval, joins 
suit against sage grouse rules

OPPOSING VIEWS
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A greater sage-grouse male 
struts at a lek (dancing 

or mating ground) near 
Bridgeport, Calif.,  to attract 

a mate.
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Restoring Bodie
Breathing new life into ghost town

 BODIE, Calif. — Tree 
leaves with their autumn 
hues signal that winter in 
the eastern Sierra Nevada 
lurks not too far away when 
cold, blustery winds sweep 
over unprotected mountain 

peaks and valleys, and snow 
carpets the rugged land.

Every year since the first 
building stood up almost 
160 years ago, the former 
mining town of Bodie, Calif., 
waits for Old Man Winter’s 
frosty breath and strong 
westerly winds that wear 
down scores of wooden 

buildings struggling to sur-
vive the elements.

Listed as one of the top 
five landmarks in danger of 
disappearing, Bodie is fight-
ing for its future. Retired 
California state parks ranger 
Brad Studivant, president of 

Steve Ranson
sranson@lahontanvalleynews.com

Terri Geissinger, left, one of the organizers of Bodie 
Days and a historian, enjoys dressing up with Bodie 
Foundation members David and Diane Herrand. 

STEVE RANSON / LAHONTAN VALLEY NEWS

BODIE, A4

Nevada Day 
Treasure 
Hunt 
medallion 
found

While Daniel Dull partic-
ipated in the Nevada Day 
Treasure Hunt for the first 
time and just moved to this 
state, it’s not like he hasn’t 
been well acquainted with 
its charm.

So it shouldn’t be too 
much of a surprise Dull, 
who 
recently 
moved 
to 
Day- ton, found the 
Nevada Day Treasure Hunt 
medallion. Dull found the 
medallion at the historic 
Dangberg Ranch south 
of Minden at 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday and immediately 
came to the Nevada Appeal 
office to show off the prize 
he found. Dull wins $1,000 
for finding the medallion.

“I’ve been exploring all 
over Nevada my whole life,” 
Dull said. “I love Nevada 
history. I love mining histo-
ry, western history.”

Dull would wake up at 4 
a.m. every morning than 
obtain that day’s clue and 
would set out on his hunt 
until noon each day. But 
Thursday, his wife advised 
him to go back out in the 
afternoon and that’s when 
he found the medallion be-
hind the stairs against the 

Nevada Appeal staff report
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Clues  
explained,  
see page A3

FEATURED EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES       For more information on these and other employment opportunities, visit nevadaappeal.com/jobs
HOME HEALTH RN CASE MANAGERS / 

ADMISSIONS NURSES
Full time/Part time/ or per diem nurses needed.  

Excellent pay.  Benefits available for part time & full time, 
Email Resume to jjones1@edenhh.com

PATIENT COORDINATOR/DENTAL ASST
Full Time, Sierra Tahoe Dental, 

 Apply in person at: Sierra Tahoe Dental 
3443 Lake Tahoe Blvd. Suite B, SLT, CA 96150 

Email to: SierraTahoeDental@gmail.com

Consulting firm seeking full time, mid-level 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIOINAL
 to work in our Incline Village office. professional, 
team-based, customer-driven work environment, 

competitive pay & benefits. Send resume & cover letter to: 
HR@bsmconsulting.com

PT FACILITIES & POST 
CONSTRUCTION CLEANER

Washoe Housing Authority, M-F, 30 hrs/wk @ $13/hr, 
Apply by October 23, 2015 @ 5 pm.  

Email resumes to: annette@whauthority.com or by mail to 
WHA, 1588 Watasheamu Dr., Gardnerville, NV 89460

RECREATION COORDINATOR
Full Time, Douglas County, 

$20.79 to $33.51 hrly., excellent benefits.  

For more Info. and to Apply Visit: 

www.douglascountynv.gov  or Call: 775-782-9860
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St. Martin said Sandoval would continue to dis-
cuss the withdrawal of 3 million Nevada acres from 
future mineral exploration and multiple uses, but the 
governor’s course of action is the result of more than a 
decade of experience with the sage grouse issue.

She said Sandoval fears joining a lawsuit now 
would “chill ongoing discussions” between the state 
and Interior Department.

“By pursuing litigation now, the Attorney General 
is acting in his personal capacity and does not rep-
resent the state of Nevada, the governor or any state 
agencies,” she said.

Sandoval was joined by former Attorney General 
Catherine Cortez Masto who praised the governor’s 
efforts to negotiate with federal authorities on the 
issue.

“This lawsuit is premature and threatens the nego-
tiations Gov. Sandoval has been engaged in with the 
Department of the Interior,” she said.

“While I appreciate and applaud all of the efforts 
that have been made to negotiate a favorable out-
come for Nevada and continue to hope that ongoing 
negotiations may result in a better plan for Nevada, 
my office, after a careful legal analysis, has concluded 
that this suit is necessary to fully protect the interest 
of the state,” Laxalt said.

He also cited objections to the deal with the federal 
government by Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nev., and Rep. Mark 
Amodei, R-Nev. Heller said the restrictions on 16 million 
acres of public land “pose a threat to our western way of 
life.”

Amodei charged Washington, D.C. is ignoring western 
states’ input and needs.

“The result is a nearly 3 million acre exclusion zone be-
cause the Interior officials in D.C. do not have to live with 
their rulings the way Northern Nevadans do,” he said.

Laxalt said the federal government is required to adopt 
a plan that allows for multiple uses and is consistent with 
the state plan where possible.

“Despite repeated efforts by state and local officials, the 
federal government rejected major portions of the state 
plan and withdrew millions of acres from other uses,” he 
said.

He joined in the suit along with Western Exploration 
LLC, Elko, Eureka, Lander, White Pine and Lincoln 
counties and Quantum Minerals LLC.

Laxalt said statements by the governor’s office he’s 
acting in his personal capacity are wrong and as Attorney 
General, he’s authorized to intervene in litigation about 
public lands, “in the name of the state.”

“The State of Nevada has joined this lawsuit,” he 
said adding the counties involved have stepped for-
ward to fund the litigation.

City government 
health fair held at 
community center

The Carson City employ-
ees’ health fair provided 
local government workers 
with options available from 
55 vendors Wednesday at 
the Carson City Communi-
ty Center.

The event is part of 
benefits through the city 
Human Resources Depart-
ment under city govern-
ment’s contract regarding 
health coverage by Prom-
inence of Reno, according 
to Melanie Bruketta, di-
rector of human resources. 
The said people have told 

her department it’s one 
of the best such coevents 
available.

Vendors aren’t charged 
for tables and space in the 
center gymnasium, she 
said, but do provide raffle 
gifts. The event in the 
gymnasium was accompa-
nied with the opportuni-
ty to get flue shots in the 
nearby Sierra Room on the 
center’s west side. Em-
ployees were able to drop 
in throughout the day and 
were plentiful during the 
lunch hour, though the fair 
ran from 9 a.m. until near 
mid-afternoon. 

Cassandra Broyles, from Massage Envy, gives Gayle H. 
Robertson, Carson City treasurer, a massage Thursday at 
the Carson City employees’ health fair.

JOHN BARRETTE / NEVADA APPEAL
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Students graduate from manufacturing program

As more manufacturing 
businesses have moved to 
Northern Nevada, includ-
ing Tesla in Storey County, 
Kayla Homme, 22, adjust-
ed her career focus.

“I saw that opportunity,” 
she said. “I think it’s some-
thing like 70 percent men, 
so I figured as a woman I’d 
have a better chance.”

When she saw the Car-
son City Library was offer-
ing a training certification 
course, she enrolled. Class-
es began in August, and 
she was one of three in the 
first graduating class rec-
ognized Thursday evening. 
Two others are still waiting 
to take the exam.

“It was a lot of work, but 
I learned a lot in a short 
amount of time,” Homme 
said. “It was good.”

Already, she has inter-
viewed for a job with Tesla. 
She made it to the final 
round of interviews and is 
awaiting final results.

Sena Loyd, library direc-
tor, counted the course as a 
success. 

“We did all of this within 
eight weeks,” she said. “The 
students were very studi-
ous. They were passion-
ate and excited about the 

opportunity.”
The idea for the Manu-

facturing Technician Level 1 
certification training course 
was born during a meet-
ing of community leaders, 
including the governor’s 
office, as part of Nevada’s 
Working Capital initiative. 

It was funded through a 
Library Services Technolo-
gy Act grant. Students en-
rolled in courses at West-
ern Nevada College can 
receive the Manufacturing 
Technician Level 1 certifi-
cation training along with 
their regular studies, or 

those interested can take 
the course at the library. 

An informational session 
for the next course will be 
held 9-11:30 a.m. Sunday 
at the Carson City Library, 
901 N. Roop St. The class 
will begin Nov. 1 and run 
through Jan. 31.

“When people are deter-
mined enough and given 
the opportunity to succeed, 
they will succeed,” Loyd 
said. “We have several in-
terested manufacturers so 
there are opportunities out 
there for our students.”

Ray Bacon, executive 

director of the Nevada 
Manufacturers Associa-
tion, said hosting the pro-
gram at the library — the 
only one in the nation to 
do so — is a way to make it 
available to all ages and all 
walks of life. 

“It opens it up to every-
body,” he said. 

And it lets the employ-
ers know exactly what skill 
sets applicants have. 

“It brings something that 
is recognized nationally 
and is consistent,” Bacon 
said. “It levels the playing 
field.”

By Teri Vance
For the Appeal

Kayla Homme, left, hugs Carson City Library Director Sena 
Loyd after receiving her Manufacturing Technician Level 1 
certificate during a brief ceremony at the library in Carson 
City on Thursday. Homme is one of the first three graduates 
from the library’s accelerated program. 
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GET INVOLVED
An informational 

session for the next 
Manufacturing Techni-
cian Level 1 certification 
training course will be  
9-11:30 a.m. Sunday at 
the Carson City Library, 
901 N. Roop St. The 
class will begin Nov. 1 
and run through Jan. 31.

Go to carsoncityli-
brary.org for more 
information. 

GRADUATES:
Kayla Homme
Britny Homme
Sam Wilson

Fire chief urging smoke 
detector inspections

With the end of daylight 
savings time on Nov. 1, 
John Gillenwater, Central 
Lyon County fire chief, is 
reminding the community 
to check smoke detectors 
as clocks go back an hour.  

Central Lyon County Fire 
Protection District has 
smoke detectors avail-
able for anyone without 

detectors in their home. 
For information about fire 
safety or getting a smoke 
detector, call 775-246-6209, 
or go to www.centrallyon-
fire.org.

Carson City RACC 
meeting  is canceled

The Carson City 
Redevelopment Authority 
Citizens Committee meet-
ing scheduled for 5:30 p.m.. 

Nov. 2 in the Sierra Room of 
the Carson City Community 
Center is canceled. 

The next meeting will be 
on Nov. 17 at the same time 
and place. 

Olive Garden 
hosting fundraiser 
for CHS athletics

Carson City Olive Garden 
will host a fundraiser from 
4 to 10 p.m. Nov. 3 when 

10 percent of sales will be 
donated to Carson High 
School’s athletic program. 

Another fundraising 
event is planned on April 12 
at the same location. Olive 
Garden is asking students 
who attend the event to 
wear their team jersey or 
school colors.  

Olive Garden is at 4253 S. 
Carson St. For more infor-
mation, call 775-883-7471. 

BRIEFLY

MARION MARGARET
TRIFFON

Aug. 3, 1925 - Oct. 18, 2015

Marion Margaret Triffon, 90,
passed away October 18, 2015 in

Carson City, Nevada.
 Marion was  the daughter of

Francis Leo Glynn and Marion Elizabeth (McKenzie)
Glynn.  She was born August 3, 1925, Long Beach,

California.
 Marion was an avid bowler throughout her life, Orange
County 600 Club (Orange County, Calif.) member, and

Lifetime Member of WIBC. She bowled through her 89th
year in the Sundae Trio at Gold Dust West.

   She was preceded in death by her husband, James A.
Triffon and her parents.

 Marion is survived by her sister, Jean (Mervyn) Mexico,
and sister-in-law, Mary Ann Feeney; daughters, Peggy

(Richard) Sullivan, Kathy Hiltgen and son, Patrick;
grandchildren John (Trish) Sullivan and Kelly (Bill)

Reinhardt, Sean (Rita) Hiltgen, and Lexi (Luis) Romero;
great-grandchildren Clayton, Timothy, Braden, Cody,

Kennedy, Gabriel and Madison. She is also survived and
missed  by many nieces, nephews, cousins and close

friends.
 A celebration of life will be held at Walton's Funeral
Home, 1281 N. Roop Street, Carson City,� Nevada,

Tuesday, October 27 at 2 pm.
 In lieu of flowers, the family requests  donations to

Nevada Humane Society Carson City or JDRF.org in
Marion's name.

Milton Harold Pearson, 77 of Gardnerville passed
away on October 18, 2015. Arrangements are in the
trusted care of Autumn Funerals & Cremations.
888-6800
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